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• Men who have sex with men

• People who inject drugs

• Transgender women

• Sex workers

• Prisoners and people in closed settings

Key populations: Who are they?
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Risk of HIV acquisition among key populations
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UNAIDS Special Analyses 2021 

The number of times greater risk of acquiring HIV when compared to people 15-49 years of age. 

X

X

X

X



CQUIN Key Populations Meeting, August 25-26 and 30-31, 2021 4

Improvements in HIV incidence are not evident 
among some key populations
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Where were the new HIV infections in 2020?
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New Global HIV Strategy

• Puts people at the centre of the response

• Addresses intersecting inequalities that 

obstruct progress

• Continues to set ambitious targets toward 

ending AIDS
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KEY POPULATIONS
Sex 

workers

Gay men and other 

men who have sex 

with men

People who 

inject drugs

Transgender 

people

Prisoners and 

others in 

closed settings

Condoms/lube use at last sex by those not taking PrEP 

with a non-regular partner whose HIV viral load status is 

not known to be undetectable (includes those who are 

known to be HIV-negative)

-- 95% 95% 95% --

Condom/lube use at last sex with a client or non-regular 

partner

90% -- -- -- 90%

PrEP use (by risk category)

• Very high

• High

• Moderate and low
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Sterile needle and syringes -- -- 90% -- 90%

Opioid substitution therapy among people who are 

opioid dependent

-- -- 50% -- --

STI screening and treatment 80% 80% -- 80% --

Regular access to appropriate health system or 

community-led services

90% 90% 90% 90% 100%

Access to PEP as part of package of risk assessment and 

support

90% 90% 90% 90% 90%

Measuring against targets
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I have an active sex 
life with multiple 

partners. I use

PrEP

My stable partner is living 
with HIV. He is on ART and 

has a

suppressed 
viral load

I occasionally have sex 
with a non-regular 

partner. When I do, I use

condoms

I sell sex. I prefer to use

condoms
because they also prevent STIs. 

But sometimes I cannot negotiate 
condom use. So I also use

PrEP

I inject drugs. I use

sterile 
needle–
syringes 

Prevention is varied, choice is emphasized
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• Developing sustainable bio-behavioral data collection 

systems, emphasizing programme data use

• Working with key population communities to lead both 

monitoring and surveillance activities 

• Analyzing impact of the “uncounted” 
• Estimates more than 30 million people missing from key population 

size estimates [Preliminary estimates]
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In-Progress Advances for M&E
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• Global AIDS Monitoring system will be modified to the 

meet the new strategy next year

10

UN Political Declaration affirms UNAIDS Role


