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& Melinda Gates Foundation. Prior to joining the foundation in 2011, Geoff was a professor at 

Imperial College of London researching the epidemiology, evolution and control of HIV and other 

sexually transmitted infections. His work combines mathematical modeling of the transmission 
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development of the national Test and Start (TAS) and DSD guidance. 

Email: ms4063@cumc.columbia.edu

Alice Tabebot

Family Planning Focal Person/Office Head for Adolescent Health Services, Ministry of Heath, 

Cameroon

Alice Tabebot is a public health senior nurse, currently working for the Ministry of Public 

Health, Cameroon as the focal person for family planning. She holds a master’s of public health 

and a bachelor’s of nursing sciences from the Buea University. Alice has been working with the 

Department of Family Health for six years as a public health expert and hospital settings and 

state registered nursing schools for 9 years as a senior nurse coordinator.

Email: scotla.oj@gmail.com

Alhaji Suphiani

Acting Senior Technical Advisor, Adult C&T, HJF Medical Research International, Inc., Tanzania

Dr. Suphiani has been working with PEPFAR-funded programs for HJF Medical Research 

International, Inc (HJFMRI) and ICAP for six years. He holds a doctor of medicine degree from 

the Catholic University of Health and Allied Science and is a candidate for a master’s in public 

health from Muhimbili University (MUHAS). Email: asuphiani@hjfmri.or.tz

Lourenço  Sumbane

Director, Mozambican Civil Society Platform for Health (PLASOC-M)

Lourenço Sumbane is a social activist who currently works for PLASOC-M in Mozambique as an 

advocacy officer and focal point for DSD. He has a degree in educational psychology. He has 

also worked as an advisor in the area of community-led monitoring (CLM) for five years and as 

a training officer for 3 years. Email: sumbaneariso@gmail.com

Ndeye Fatou Ndiaye Sow

Community Health Worker, Non-Communicable Disease Control Division, Ministry of Health, 

Senegal

Ndeye Fatou Sow works in the partnership promotion office of the Division de la Lutte Contre 
les Maladies non Transmissibles at the Ministère de la Santé et de l'Action Sociale in Senegal. 
She is also the focal point for the VIHeillir project, integrating NCDs (diabetes, hypertension, and  
cancer) into HIV service provision. Email: sowndeyefatoundiaye@gmail.com
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Teklu Lemessa Tiksie

Monitoring and Evaluation Advisor, National HIV/VH Program, Ministry of Health, Ethiopia

Teklu Lemessa Tiksie, a seasoned public health professional with over 17 years of experience 

across government and NGOs. As the National HIV/VH Program M&E Advisor at the Ethiopian 

Ministry of Health, he leads the monitoring and evaluation of the national HIV/AIDS Care and 

Treatment program, demonstrating his deep commitment to improving health outcomes. 

Email: tekluwh@gmail.com

Matilde Tetchi Epse Gnagne

PMTCT Assistant, PNLS, Côte d’Ivoire

Ms. Gnagne is a state-certified midwife in charge of pillar 2 of the National AIDS Program 

(PNLS) of Côte d'Ivoire. She holds a state diploma in midwifery and was the national general 

secretary of the Union of Midwives of Côte d'Ivoire for six years. She has been involved in the 

fight against AIDS since 2004. Email: gnagne.matilde@pnls-ci.com

Orrin Tiberi

Monitoring and Evaluation Advisor, HIV Program, Ministry of Health, Mozambique

Orrin Tiberi’s work focuses on the area of care and treatment and health systems strengthening. 

He arrived in Mozambique with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in health 

information systems. He holds a Masters in Public Health and currently pursuing a PhD focused 

on Young People and HIV in Mozambique. Email: oftiberi@gmail.com

Caroline Tiri

Technical Director, USAID PLHS Kihezi & Lango Activity, Uganda

Dr. Tiri is a public health specialist with HIV/TB programming expertise. She is currently working 

as the technical director with USAID’s local partner health service Kigezi & Lango Activity under 

JCRC, Uganda. She holds Master’s of Public Health from the University of Melbourne, Australia 

and a Bachelor of Medicine and General Surgery from Makerere University College of Health 

Sciences. Email: ctiri@jcrc.org.ug

Francis Tamba

M&E Coordinator and Focal Point, Sierra Leone Ministry of Health

Francis Tamba is a monitoring and evaluation officer working with the National AIDS Control 

Program with Sierra Leone’s MOH. Email: ftamba68@gmail.com

Tapiwa Tarumbiswa

HIV/AIDS Program Manager, Lesotho Ministry of Health

Dr. Tarumbiswa is the HIV program manager for Lesotho’s Ministry of Health. 

Email: drtarumbiswa@gmail.com

Kassahun Tadese

Executive Director, NEP+, Ethiopia

Kassahun Tadese has been working with NEP+ since March 2023. Before this role, he worked for 

ICAP in Ethiopia for six years as an adherence support advisor. He holds a master’s of business 

administration from the Adama Science and Technology University, a bachelor’s in management 

from Unity University, and an MPH from the Adama General Hospital Medical College. 

Email: kassahun@nepplus.org ;kastas2020@gmail.com
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Sheila Uamba Tualufo

Hypertension Lead of NCD Program, Ministry of Health, Mozambique

Sheila Uamba Tualufo is a general practitioner who holds a master’s in public health from the 

Eduardo Mondlane University. She also has a specialization in the same area from the 

National Institute of Health. She collaborates with the Research Unit at Maputo Central 

Hospital, which focus on cardiovascular diseases research. Email: heila.tualufo1@gmail.com

Anthony M. Tucker

NCD Lead, National AIDS & STI Control Program, Liberia

Anthony M. Tucker is a medical doctor and the director of non-communicable diseases at the 

Ministry of Health in Liberia. Prior to this portfolio, he served as a county health officer 

presiding as the head of county health systems. He earned his doctor of medicine degree from 

the A.M. Dogliotti College of Medicine in Liberia, and a diploma in health system management 

from the National Institute of Public Health in Japan. Email: anthonyt09@gmail.com

Simeon Tuyishime 

Director of HIV/AIDS Care and Treatment, Rwanda Biomedical Center

Dr. Tuyishime is a Rwandan medical professional trained at the University of Rwanda, School of 

Medicine, College of Medicine and Health Sciences. He has extensive public health expertise 

and skills gained from his experience in different positions held in various organizations. 

Email: simeon.tuyishime@rbc.gov.rw

Banza Elie Twite

Head of Department, Quality Assurance for HIV Care and Services, PNLS, Democratic Republic 

of Congo

Dr. Twite has over 23 years of professional experience, working at various levels of the health 

pyramid in the DRC in both rural and urban health settings. He is passionate about research to 

improve the quality of HIV services through innovative strategies. He holds a master's degree 

in public health with a major in epidemiology and preventive medicine from the University of 

Lubumbashi in the DRC. Email: elietwite1@gmail.com

Fatima Tsiouris 

Senior Director, Catalytic Initiatives & Program Optimization, Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS 

Foundation (EGPAF)

Ms. Tsiouris leads EGPAF’s catalytic projects to pilot innovative strategies, generate evidence to 

inform EGPAF programs and beyond. She also leads EGPAF’s triple elimination efforts, and 

manages the QI, pediatrics and delta teams. Prior to this role, she was ICAP’s deputy director for 

Human Resources for Health and PMTCT technical advisor. Email: ftsiouris@pedaids.org

Adigatta Traore

Care & Treatment Assistant, PNLS/Ministry of Health, Côte d’Ivoire

Adigatta Traore is an infectious diseases physician in charge of activities relating to early-stage 

HIV infection and tuberculosis-HIV co-infection. She holds a doctorate in medicine and a Diplôme 

d'Etudes Spécialisées en Maladies Infectieuses et Tropicales from the Université Felix Houphouët 

Boigny, Abidjan; as well as a Diplômed'Université (DU) Méthodes et Pratique en Epidémiologie: 

Enseignement via Internet from the Université de Bordeaux. Email: traore.adigatta@pnls-ci.com
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Binyerem C. Ukaire

Head of Reproductive Health Division, Ministry of Health NIgeria

Dr. Binyerem Ukaire is an obstetrician gynecologist by training, currently working as the director 
and head of the Reproductive Health Program, which includes the Family Planning, Safe-
motherhood and Vesico-Vaginal Fistula programs in the Federal Ministry of Health, Nigeria. 
Following her qualifications as a medical doctor (MBBS) from College of Medicine, University of 
Nigeria, she proceeded to obtain her fellowship in the West African College of Surgeons 
(FWACS). Email: headrh.fmoh@gmail.com; bukaire@gmail.com

Nicolas Vako

Executive Director, Ivorian Network of Organizations of People Living with HIV 

Nicolas Vako is the executive director of the Ivorian Network of People Living with HIV. Prior to 

this position, he was the president of the Network for HIV/Hepatitis and Tuberculosis co-

infection, and regional delegate for the Red Cross and the Red Crescent. Mr. Vako was also 

secretary general of the Côte d'Ivoire Red Cross. He has a master’s in communications for 

development. Email: vakoaymenicolasjeanclaude@gmail.com

Greet Vandebriel

Technical Director, ICAP in Burundi

Greet Vandebriel is the technical director for ICAP in Burundi and regional clinical advisor 

and TB/HIV lead for ICAP’s CQUIN project. She is a medical doctor specialized in tropical 

medicine and public health with advanced training in TB and TB/HIV management, and quality 

improvement. In her role, she provides direction, coordination, and technical oversight for the 

RISE (HIV Care and Treatment) program in Burundi and provides technical support to the RISE 

program in Côte d’Ivoire. Email: gv2124@cumc.columbia.edu 

Rose Wafula

Head, National AIDS & STI Control Program (NASCOP), Kenya

Dr. Rose N Wafula is the Head of National AIDS and STI Control Program (NASCOP) and lead for 

the GBV prevention and response component in the World Bank funded Covid-19 Health 

emergency response project (CHERP) at the MOH. She is a public health specialist who is 

passionate about women, young people and children’s health. She has over 17 years of 

experience in the development, implementing, and monitoring of public health policy and 

programs. She began her carrier at Embu Provincial Hospital after which she proceeded for 

postgraduate studies in Australia before joining NASCOP. Email: head@nascop.or.ke

Not Pictured

Onyekachi Ukaejiofo

Regional Clinical and QI Advisor, ICAP/CQUIN

Onyekachi Ukaejiofo is a public health professional with a background in epidemiology, currently 

working for ICAP as the CQUIN regional clinical and QI advisor. He holds a Master of Science in 

Epidemiology from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), a Diploma in 

Public Health from the University of Liverpool, and a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of 

Surgery degree from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN). Onyekachi has been working with 

PEPFAR-funded programs in South Sudan and Nigeria for over eight years and ten years, 

respectively. Email: ou2122@cumc.columbia.edu
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Lynne Wilkinson

Differentiated Service Delivery Technical Advisor, South Africa

Lynne Wilkinson is a technical consultant with the IAS and a research associate with 

the University of Cape Town. Ms. Wilkinson has an MSc in Global Health and Development. 

She has been implementing HIV programs since 2005 predominantly in South Africa. She 

specializes in differentiated service delivery across the cascade and  supports countries in east 

and southern Africa in DSD policy development and model design.

Email: lynne.susan.wilkinson@gmail.com

Cassia Wells

Senior Technical Advisor, Adult HIV Prevention, Care & Treatment

ICAP Clinical & Laboratory Unit

Dr. Wells provides technical assistance on numerous PEPFAR-supported global ICAP projects, 

with a particular focus on HIV prevention for key populations and HIV-related stigma. She has 

a medical degree from Stanford University, a master’s in public health from Johns Hopkins 

University, and a master’s in social psychology from Stanford University. She is board-certified 

in internal medicine and preventive medicine.  Email: caw2208@cumc.columbia.edu

Michelle Williams Sherlock

Epidemiologist, CDC Atlanta

Michelle Williams-Sherlock is an epidemiologist on the service delivery team in the HIV Care 

and Treatment Branch, Division of Global HIV and TB, CDC. Her primary area of focus is life-

long continuity of HIV treatment. In her headquarter role, she supports several CDC PEPFAR 

country programs. Prior to joining the CDC, she worked at UNAIDS and the Office of the 

Global AIDS Coordinator. Michelle holds an MPH from George Washington University’s School 

of Public Health. Email: myy6@cdc.gov

Caren Chizuni Wumundila

Chief Safe Motherhood Officer, Ministry of Health, Zambia

Caren Chizuni is a public health specialist and registered nurse midwife, currently working for 

the Ministry of Health in Zambia. She holds a PhD in public health from the University of 

Central Nicaragua and a master’s in nursing from Monash University in Melbourne, Australia.

She has been working for the Ministry of Health headquarters for eight years with over 10 

years of experience in maternal and newborn health. Email: carenchizuni@gmail.com

Jeffrey Walimbwa Wambaya

Program Manager, ISHTAR MSM, Kenya

Mr. Walimbwa is an experienced evidence-based HIV and sexual health programmer and has 

sat on a variety of technical working groups at the national level. He has a keen interest in 

community research and is a co-chair of the G10 -- a research agency for Kenya’s Gay and 

Lesbian Coalition. He is a member of the CQUIN Advisory Group. 

Email: jwalimbwa@ishtarmsm.org
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Bashir M. Zubayr

Chief of Party, USAID Nigeria

Dr. Zubayr is a seasoned public health professional with over 17 years of experience. He has 

effectively overseen and directed numerous donor-funded projects in Nigeria, dedicated to 

enhancing health systems and service delivery, particularly pertaining to reproductive, 

maternal, newborn, child, and adolescent health (RMNCAH) outcomes. 

Email: bzubayr@gghnigeria.org

Jennifer Zech

Senior Project Manager, Research Unit, ICAP at Columbia University

Jennifer Zech is a public health professional with over eight years of experience working on 

health care improvement programs and research studies in collaboration with nonprofits, 

academic institutions, health care systems, industry partners, regulators, foundations, and 

government agencies. She is a senior project manager at ICAP where she manages a portfolio 

of research studies, evaluations and public health projects. Email: jz2973@cumc.columbia.edu

Stephen Zulu

Provincial Hub Manager, USAID, Zambia

Dr. Stephen Zulu is the provincial hub manager for the USAID-Zambia’s integrated Health Activity 

project, one of the PEPFAR-supported projects in Zambia. Stephen holds a master’s degree in 

business administration in health care management attained from University of Lusaka in Zambia 

and is currently in the fourth stage of his Master’s in Public Health with Taxila University in 

Zambia. Email: szulu@pactworld.org

Daniel Kone Zana

Senior Physician, National AIDS Control Program, Ministry of Health, Côte d’Ivoire

Dr. Zana joined the National AIDS Control Program in January 2017, and joined the Care and 

Treatment Department in January 2018. He coordinates all activities relating to the development 

of normative documents, training, supervision and coaching on ART guidelines, ETP, etc., in 

connection with the care of adults living with HIV. He holds a State Doctorate in Medicine from 

the FHB University in Abidjan, as well as a certificate in sustainable project management. 

Email: zana.daniel@pnls-ci.com
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