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Dr. Elaine Abrams is a global expert in HIV prevention and treatment, a professor at Columbia 
University, and a founding member of ICAP at Columbia University. She leads various studies 
focusing on HIV prevention and treatment for pregnant women, children, and families, 
contributing significantly to global HIV policy through leadership roles at the US National 
Institute of Health and the World Health Organization (WHO), including the IMPAACT network 
and the WHO Pediatric Antiretroviral Working Group. Email: eja1@cumc.Columbia.edu

Dunstan Achwoka 
HIV Care and Treatment Deputy Team Leader, USAID Kenya

Dr. Achwoka is a global health specialist with close to two decades of experience. He 
previously worked at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control in Kenya, and FHI 360 and served as 
an HIV clinician and public health outreach lead at AID-Village Clinics Mbirikani and PGH 
Nakuru, Kenya. He holds a PhD in Tropical and Infectious Diseases (Nairobi), an MSc in Global 
Health (Duke), and Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery degree (Moi). 
Email: dtongwa@usaid.gov
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DSD Coordinator, Ministry of Health, Ghana

Dr. Raphael Adu-Gyamfi is a physician, a PhD Candidate with the University of Ghana School 
of Public Health, and a program officer at Ghana’s National AIDS/STI Control Program of the 
Ghana Health Service. He supports the implementation of a comprehensive package of 
treatment care and support for persons living with HIV. Over the last five years, he has been 
the focal person for differentiated service delivery and pediatric HIV. 
Email: radu-gyamfi@nacpghana.org
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Elfriede Agyemang, MD, MPH is a medical officer and consultant with the HIV Care and 
Treatment Branch (HCTB) at the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. She is the lead 
of the Morbidity and Mortality Team and a subject matter expert in advanced HIV disease 
(AHD), HIV coinfections and comorbidities. She also co-leads the PEPFAR interagency task team 
for AHD. She is board-certified in infectious diseases and internal medicine. 
Email: eagyrmang@cdc.gov
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Acting Program Director/Clinical Advisor, CDC, Sierra Leone

Andrew Abutu is an epidemiologist with the US CDC, Freetown, Sierra Leone. Abutu is an MD 
and a trained obstetrician and gynecologist from the West African College of Surgeons; he 
holds a Master’s of Public Health from the University of Liverpool and a Master’s of Business 
Administration from George Washington University. Email: kdy7@cdc.gov
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Senior Technical Advisor, Clinton Health Access Initiative, Nigeria

Dr. Amamilo is a global health professional experienced in implementing sustainable health 
interventions across HIV/AIDS, malaria, and hepatitis programs. He has played leading roles in 
the introduction and scale up of optimal commodities and interventions for HIV in low-and-
middle-income countries. Dr. Amamilo is currently a senior technical advisor with the HIV 
Access program of the Clinton Health Access Initiative. 
Email: iamamilo@clintonhealthaccess.org

Dario Aly
HIV/AIDS Treatment Advisor, USAID Mozambique

Dario Aly is a general physician currently working for USAID Mozambique as a HIV/AIDS 
treatment advisor. He has been supporting the implementation of the HIV program in 
Mozambique, through PEPFAR and other donor funding for 14 years. During this time, Dario 
has provided support for different areas of the program, including PMTCT, pediatric and adult 
care and treatment, QI and AHD. Email: daaly@usaid.gov
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HIV Testing Services Focal, STI and HIV Program, Ministry of Health Mozambique 

Guita Amane is a clinical psychologist, currently working for the Ministry of Health of 
Mozambique at the STI and HIV/AIDS national program as the HIV Testing Services focal. She is 
a Master of Mental Health and Psych Interventions candidate at the Eduardo Mondlane 
University and holds a graduate degree in clinical psychology from Apolitécnica University and 
Institute. Guita has been working with the Ministry of Health for over a decade. 
Email: casseprov@gmail.com
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Western Regional HIV Coordinator, Ghana Health Service

Dr. Felicia Amihere is a resident public health physician specialist at the Ghana College of 
Physicians and Surgeons. She holds a Master of Public Health from the Ghana Institute of 
Management and Public Administration and is a trained medical doctor. She also holds a BSc 
from Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Ghana. Felicia has been working 
with the ART unit at Effia Nkwanta Regional hospital for four years and as the Western Regional 
HIV coordinator in Ghana for two years. Email: edifelgig2g8@gmail.com
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Chief of Party, USAID Dumisha Afya, Kenya

Dr. Everline Ashiono holds a Master of Medicine (MMed) in Pediatrics and Child Health and a 
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBChB). She has 20 years of experience in 
health service delivery and integrated programs under PEPFAR (USAID) in Kenya. She currently 
serves as the Chief of Party for the USAID Dumisha Afya project. 
Email: eashiono@usaiddumishaafya.or.ke
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Director, Regional Program Support and Capacity Building, ICAP in Ethiopia

Tamrat Assefa leads ICAP in Ethiopia's efforts to support the Ministry of Health and regional 
health bureaus in comprehensive HIV prevention, care, and treatment programs, HR capacity, 
system strengthening, and service quality improvement to achieve HIV epidemic control. He was 
previously a lecturer, teaching nursing and public health at the Jimma University. He also served  
and as the national HIV and FP program manager for FHI-360 in a previous role.
Email: ta2302@cumc.columbia.edu
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Program Officer, Jinsiangu, Kenya

Kai Audi is a human rights defender and community organizer, currently working as a program 
officer at Jinsiangu, an organization dedicated to improving the lives and wellbeing of intersex, 
transgender, and gender non-conforming (ITGNC) persons in Kenya. They have over 8 years 
experience working in the LGBTQ+ movement in Kenya, including experience as the former 
director of Queerhive Kenya. They are a board member of the East Africa Trans Health & 
Advocacy Network (EATHAN). Email: audi@jinsiangu.org

Fred Asiimwe
Senior Technical Advisor, CDC Lesotho 

Fred has over 15  years of health experience in clinical and implementation research, program 
management, and  development assistance with the US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Lesotho Ministry of Health, and bilateral and multilateral organizations. This 
includes technical oversight of clinical services delivery and designing and managing the 
implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of complex health programs, such as HIV, TB, 
maternal health, and COVID-19. Email: vxv5@cdc.gov
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Program Manager, National AIDS/STI Control Program, Ministry of Health Ghana

Dr. Stephen Ayisi-Addo is a senior public health specialist and head of the Ghana’s HIV program. 
He is a member of the National TB Advisory Board, Expert Committee on Schistosomiasis and 
Soil Helminthes, National PSM Committee, a former WHO/TDR clinical trial monitor, WHO 
country advisor on monitoring and evaluation and commissioner of the GAC. He is also a 
member of the scientific committee of ICASA 2023, Society for AIDS and STI’s in Africa and the 
International AIDS Society. Email: saddo@nacp.org.gh

Elsie Ayeh

President, NAP+ Ghana

Elsie Ayeh is the national president of National Association of People Living with HIV in Ghana, 

NAP+. Her responsibilities include representing and coordinating NAP+ activities at the 

national level, while establishing and strengthening partnerships across various levels. Ms. 

Ayeh is also the secretary of the NAP+ Advocacy Committee, the treasurer of the Pan African 

Positive Women’s Coalition (PAPWC) and is a learning facilitator for UNCares in Ghana.     

Email: elsieayeh@gmail.com
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Deputy Director, HIV, TB and STIs, Ministry of Health, Cameroon

Dr. Billong is a medical doctor and lecturer in public health at the Yaoundé 1 Faculty of Medicine. 
He is an expert in strategic planning, monitoring and evaluation, health project engineering, 
leadership, and health management. Email: sergebillong@yahoo.fr

Baker Bakashaba
Project Director, AIDS Information Center (AIC), Uganda

Dr. Bakashaba is currently the project director for the Reaching and Sustaining HIV Epidemic 
Control in Soroti Region  – a regional HIV/AIDS project funded by the President’s Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). He was previously the regional project manager for The AIDS Support Organization 
(TASO) Uganda. Email: bakskahima@gmail.com | baker.bakashaba@aicug.org

Simione Beatriz
Technical Director, ECHO Project, Mozambique

Dr. Simione has been the technical director for ECHO since March 2024. She served as the 
national clinical advisor for Pediatric and Adolescent Care and Treatment in the National Program 
for the Control of STIs, HIV/AIDS at the Ministry of Health, Mozambique, for nearly 10 years. 
Previously, she has made significant contributions to pediatric HIV care, such as revising national 
guidelines, coordinating multisectoral plans, and leading the transition to optimized treatment 
regimens. Email: beatriz_simione@echomoz.org

Laura Block
CQUIN Deputy Director, Management & Operations, ICAP at Columbia University

Laura Block is CQUIN’s deputy director for management and operations at ICAP at Columbia 
University. Prior to joining ICAP, she supported health projects for several large international 
NGOs in sub-Saharan Africa and the Asia Pacific regions. She holds a master’s in health 
research from LSHTM, an MBA from the Cornell Johnson School of Business, and a master’s in 
health policy from Weill Cornell Medicine. Email: lmb2279@cumc.columbia.edu

Kouro Bousso
DSD Coordinator, Ministry of Health, Senegal

Dr. Bousso is Senegal’s DSD coordinator head of Monitoring and Evaluation at the Ministry of 
Health’s Division for the Fight Against AIDS and STI’s. She leads and monitors the 
implementation of the country's HIV and STIs policies and strategies. She is a medical 
doctor, an infectious disease and public health specialist.
Email: kourobi@gmail.com/kourobi@yahoo.fr

Issatu Bah
Differentiated Service Delivery Coordinator, Ministry of Health, Sierra Leone

Isatu Bah is a senior nursing officer with a master’s in public health, currently working for the 
national AIDS control program as a differentiated service delivery coordinator. Previously, she 
served as a senior nursing officer at Connaught Hospital. She is a lecturer at the Nursing and 
Midwifery College of Medicine and Allied Health Sciences. Email: isatub23@gmail.com
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Legal Representative of CCDP+, Burundi

Mr. Burikukiye has been a tireless leader in advocating for the rights of people living with 
HIV/AIDS to access quality treatment and for their socio-economic well-being, since 2004. This 
earned him the esteem of his fellow fighters, who placed him at the head of the Platform of 
Organizations of People Living with HIV/AIDS, the only advocacy framework for people living 
with HIV/AIDS in Burundi, known as the "Cadre Consultatif et Décisionnel des Organisations des 
PVVIH" (CCDP+). Email: burikukiyevh62@gmail.com

Linly Chewere
Deputy Director, Care and Treatment, Ministry of Health, Malawi

Linly Chewere is responsible for overseeing the five thematic areas that play key roles in 
delivering comprehensive HIV care, treatment, and support services for recipients of care in 
Malawi. Email: cheweretl@yahoo.co.uk/lchewere@hivmw.org

Thato Chidarikire

HIV Prevention Lead, WHO, South Africa 

Dr. Chidarikire is the focal person in the South Africa WHO country office for technical 
management of HIV prevention related work through coordination with the National 
Department of Health (NDOH) counterparts, donors, and health partners. Her main roles 
include, providing technical support on HIV programs on policy alignment and implementation 
for the NDOH, strengthening capacity and building partnerships for the control of HIV and AIDS 
in the country. She has over 20 years of experience in the HIV field including public health, 
research, and clinical trials. Previously, she was director for HIV Prevention Programs and 
acting chief director for HIV/AIDS and STIs Cluster in the NDOH. She holds a PhD from the 
University of the Witwatersrand, with a specialty in virology. Email: chidarikiret@who.int

Matildah Chisanga 
CQUIN/HIVE Regional Operations Coordinator, ICAP in Zambia

Matildah Chisanga is a finance, accounting, and administrative professional with over six years 
of experience in supporting health funded projects in Zambia and Southern Africa. After six 
years as a finance officer with ICAP in Zambia, Ms. Chisanga now supports the CQUIN project 
as a regional operations coordinator for finance and administration. 
Email: mc4444@cumc.columbia.edu 

Morgan Changmire
Provincial Coordinator, Zimbabwe National Network for PLHIV 

Morgen Changamire holds a Master of Science in Counselling Psychology from Great Zimbabwe 
University and is currently working for the Zimbabwe National Network for people living with 
HIV (ZNNP+), as a provincial coordinator. Morgen has seven years of experience coordinating 
activities for ZNNP+, including managing the implementation of HIV and AIDS programs.   
Email: mchangamire@znnp.org
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Executive Director, Network of Zambian People Living with HIV/AIDS (NZP+)

Fred Chungu has been working with NZP+ for 19 years. He is a trained social worker and holds 
a bachelor’s degree in development studies from Cavendish University. 
Email: fred.chungu@gmail.com

Wokie Cole
President, LIBNET+, Liberia

Wokie Cole is the president of the Liberia National Network of people living with HIV, where 
she works with support groups, organizations, and the national networks in and around Liberia 
to ensure women living with HIV stay healthy and in care. Ms. Cole also works with 
international groups like PAPWC and ICW, which have helped to strengthen advocacy for better 
treatment in Liberia. She personally went through a PMTCT program in 2010 with her son who 
is HIV-negative. Email: wonicol2003@yahoo.com

Daniel Covane
Tuberculosis Technical Advisor, Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation (EGPAF), 
Mozambique

Daniel Covane is medical doctor currently working for EGPAF in Maputo City, Mozambique. 
Previously, he was a Care and Treatment and Quality Improvement Tuberculosis Provincial 
Clinical Advisor in Gaza Province, Mozambique. Daniel has been working with PEPFAR-funded 
programs for over seven years. Email: dcovane@pedaids.org 

Morais Da Cunha
M&E Data Advisor and Focal Person, AIDS Control Program, Mozambique

Morais Da Cunha has over seven years of experience working in monitoring and evaluation 
(M&E) related to health systems. He also has experience in planification, data analysis, and 
design of M&E frameworks, including development of health data registry tools. Morais has 
worked with the MOH for more than 12 years. He has a degree in computer science and an 
MPH from the Catholic University of Maputo. Email: moraiscunhajr@gmail.com

Kenneth Ayeh Danso 
M&E of DSD Focal Person, Ministry of Health, Ghana

Kenneth Danso is a monitoring and evaluation and logistics specialist, with over 18 years of 
experience working in the National AIDS and STI Control Program of the Ghana Health Service. 
Danso leads the collation, validation, analysis, and reporting of HIV data, as well as the 
monitoring and evaluation of HIV activities at various levels, from the national to the district   
and sub-districts. He heads the Ghana NACP’s Strategic Information Unit, which includes the 
Research, Monitoring and Evaluation, Surveillance, and Information Technology. He also 
spearheads the preparation and review of essential reports, representing the program at 
numerous technical and programmatic meetings. Email: kdanso@nacpghana.org
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Technical Advisor Clinical Care and Treatment, EQUIP Health Ghana

Bernard Tei Dornoo is a clinician providing care and treatment for clients, including for HIV-
related services and ART. He previously worked with the National AIDS/STI Control Program of 
Ghana and subsequently with EQUIP Health Ghana, providing technical guidance and 
assistance to strengthen the quality of care in the provision of ART across six regions of Ghana. 
He currently works with EQUIP Health Ghana on the USAID HIV Epidemic Control Activity 
project in the Western, Western North, and Ahafo Regions of Ghana. 
Email: bernard.dornoo@equipgh.org

Papa Oumar Diagne
Focal Point, Monitoring and Evaluation, Ministry of Health, Senegal

Papa Oumar Diagne specializes in community health, serving as the focal point responsible for 
monitoring and evaluating differentiated service delivery in Senegal. His role involves 
overseeing the monitoring and evaluation of DSD initiatives within the country.
Email: papaoumardiagne@yahoo.fr

Phephile Dlamini-Maseko
CQUIN Operations Coordinator, ICAP Eswatini

Phephile Dlamini-Maseko is a CQUIN project operations coordinator supporting countries in 
Southern Africa. She is based in ICAP Eswatini. Email: pd2503@cumc.columbia.edu

Thembie Dlamini
HIV Quality Management and DSD Coordinator, Ministry of Health, Eswatini

Thembie Dlamini is a public health nurse working in Eswatini’s HIV Program (ENAP). She joined 
the program in 2008 as the HIV Quality Management coordinator and has been working to also 
coordinate DSD activities for the country since the beginning of 2024. She holds a BA in Health 
Sciences and Social Services from UNISA and diplomas in general nursing and midwifery from 
the University of Eswatini. Email: 25thembiem@gmail.com

Gillian Dougherty
Deputy Director, Human Resources for Health (HRH), ICAP at Columbia University

Gillian Dougherty is the deputy director of the HRH unit, where she provides leadership 
for the design, implementation, and assessment of training and capacity-building 
initiatives. Her role is dedicated to enhancing the quality of health services across a 
diverse spectrum of health programs. Drawing on her expertise in quality improvement 
methodologies, she spearheads projects geared towards optimizing processes, systems, 
and driving outcome improvements across an array of programs including CQUIN. 
Email: gd2410@cumc.columbia.edu 

Lenhle Dube 
National HIV Testing Coordinator, Eswatini National AIDS Program 

Lenhle Dube is responsible for coordinating national HIV testing, counseling services, as well as 
the development of guidelines, standard operating procedures, and training curricula that
incorporate innovations in HIV testing into Eswatini’s national HIV program, which includes 
provider-initiated HIV testing, counseling and home-based testing. 
Email: lenhlephil@gmail.com
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Clinical Cascade Specialist – HIV Care and Treatment, USAID, South Africa

Tawanda is a public health specialist with 10+ years of experience. He is currently working for 
the  USAID Bilateral Health Office of the South Africa mission as a clinical cascade specialist. His 
areas of expertise include strategic planning, regulatory systems strengthening, community 
health systems analysis, pharmacy innovation, and differentiated service delivery. Tawanda 
holds a bachelor’s degree in pharmacy and a Master of Pharmaceutics (Novel Drug Delivery 
Systems) from Rhodes University. Email: tadube@usaid.gov

Peter Ehrenkranz
Deputy Director, HIV Delivery, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Peter Ehrenkranz, MD, MPH, is the deputy director for HIV testing and treatment at the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. For the last 15 years, he has focused on improving access to high 
quality health services for people in lower resourced settings while seeking to reduce 
unnecessary burdens on the health system. In addition to his HIV responsibilities, Peter led the 
foundation's support to the local COVID-19 response in Seattle/King County and Washington 
State from2020-2021. He earned an undergraduate degree from Yale, medical and public health 
degrees from Emory, and both trained in internal medicine and completed the Robert Wood 
Johnson Clinical Scholars Program at the University of Pennsylvania. He is based in Seattle, 
Washington, USA. Email: peter.ehrenkranz@gatesfoundation.org

Eboi Ehui
Director-Coordinator, National AIDS Control Program (PNLS), Côte d'Ivoire 

Dr. Eboi obtained a Doctorate in Medicine from the Université Félix Houphouët-Boigny 
d'Abidjan, an Attestation of Advanced Specialized Training in Infectious Pathology (Université 
Paris V, France) after an internship at the Hospital Bichat-Claude Bernard in Paris, and a 
Certificate of Specialized Studies in Infectious and Tropical Diseases in Abidjan. He practiced for 
over 20 years in the Infectious and Tropical Diseases Department of the Treichville University 
Hospital (Abidjan) and is a member of the Côte d'Ivoire National Committee of Independent 
Experts for Vaccines and Immunization. Since May 2019, he has served as Director-Coordinator 
of Côte d'Ivoire's National AIDS Control Program (PNLS). Email: ehui.eboi@pnls-ci.com 

Williams Eigege
Regional Manager, Advanced HIV disease, HIV Access Program, CHAI Williams Eigege is a 
regional manager with Clinton Health Access Initiative’s (CHAI) Global HIV Access Program, 
working to enable access to AHD products in LMICs. He recently transitioned from the CHAI 
Nigeria HIV program where he successfully co-led the adoption of the AHD package of care and 
enabled access to all AHD diagnostic and treatment commodities in Nigeria. He is a pharmacist 
with a master’s in public health and has over 10 years of experience in health policy adoption, 
quantification of health products, and health systems strengthening, with a strong interest for 
sustainability in public health interventions. Email: weigege@clintonhealthaccess.org
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Dr. Wafaa El-Sadr is the founder and director of ICAP at Columbia University and an 
international expert in infectious diseases and public health. She has extensive experience in 
epidemiology and research on the prevention and management of HIV, tuberculosis, malaria, 
and emerging infections, among other public health threats. She is also the director of 
Columbia World Projects, director of the Mailman School of Public Health's Global Health 
Initiative, and Executive Vice President for Columbia Global. Email: wme1@columbia.edu 
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Health Science Specialist, Office of HIV/AIDS at USAID 

Jessica has been working in PEPFAR for over 10 years at both the agency and implementing 
partner levels and currently works as a Health Science Specialist within the Office of HIV/AIDS 
at USAID and as lead of the DSD core team. Prior to USAID, she served as a Program Officer 
with University Research Co. LLC, worked with the U.S. Military HIV Research Program, and 
worked at a dispensary in Bungoma, Kenya. Jessica holds a master’s degree in Global Health 
from George Mason University and a bachelor’s degree in international studies, with a minor 
in Middle East Studies, from North Carolina State University. Email:  jclinkscales@usaid.gov

Franklin Emerenini
HIVE Deputy Director, ICAP in Nigeria

Dr. Emerenini supports countries in the HIVE network in designing and implementing evidence 
based, cost effective interventions for HIV vertical transmission prevention. Prior to this he 
worked as the pediatrics and PMTCT lead for the RISE project in Nigeria, where he supported 
the national government in developing policy documents and strategic frameworks, lead 
multidisciplinary team in designing and implementing innovative interventions. He has over 19 
years progressive experience in implementing public health interventions in various areas, 
including maternal, newborn, child Health, and sexual reproductive health. 
Email:fe2204@cumc.columbia.edu

Emmanuel Essandoh
Senior HIV/AIDS Specialist, USAID, Ghana

Mr. Emmanuel Essandoh is a demographer and a global health professional with more than 25 
years of experience managing reproductive health, family planning, and HIV programs. His areas 
of expertise include key population programming and managing community level programs. He 
is currently managing USAID’s 7-year US$ 41 million treatment and care project implemented 
by USAID Strengthening the Care Continuum project. Email: eessandoh@usaid.gov

Jonathan Euvrad
Epidemiologist, Western Cape Department of Health, South Africa

Jonathan is an epidemiologist for the Western Cape Department of Health in South Africa. In this 
role, he works with his team to map, harmonize, and curate data, which enables them to 
populate clinical interfaces and produce reports and dashboards to support continuity of care 
and improve patient and health system management. Email: jonathan.euvrard@uct.ac.za
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Prosper Faustine Njau is the program manager at NASHCoP, MOH Tanzania. He is a medical 
doctor and a public health epidemiologist with over 15 years of experience. Prosper has led the 
development and implementation of various programs related to HIV monitoring, surveillance, 
and evaluations of health sector HIV response. Email: prosperpendo@gmail.com

Eudoxia Filipe
Focal Point, Advanced Disease, TB/HIV and Hepatitis, MOH Mozambique

Eudoxia is a general practitioner with 12 years of experience working in public health and 
public health program management. She previously worked as a program manager in both 
district and provincial levels of government health. Email: filipeeudoxia@gmail.com
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HIV Testing Focal, Ministry of Health, Senegal

Dr. Fatou Fall currently oversees HIV counseling and testing at the Division for the Fight against 
AIDS and STIs within the Ministry of Health and Social Action of Senegal. Her responsibilities 
include defining policy and strategies, managing the country's screening programs, and 
monitoring the implementation of PrEP in health facilities. Email: fafall30@yahoo.fr
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Program Manager, Ministry of Health Liberia

Dr. Flomo is the program manager for the National AIDS & STI Control Program, Ministry of 
Health, Liberia. He has extensive experience working in both clinical and public health settings. 
He is a medical doctor by profession and has successfully served two counties as County 
Health Officer. Email: flomojonathan2@gmail.com
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PMTCT/Pediatric Specialist, National AIDS Control Program, Liberia

Wilma L. Fassah is an accomplished public health specialist with over ten years of expertise in 
clinical supervision and community health services, specifically in HIV/AIDS and maternal and 
reproductive health. She holds a master's degree in public health specializing in community 
health and has undergone advanced training in sexual and reproductive health and rights in 
Malmo, Sweden. Email: fassahwilma@yahoo.com

Joseph Fokam
Permanent Secretary, National AIDS Control Committee, Cameroon 

Joseph Fokam heads the virology laboratory at the Chantal BIYA International Reference Center 
for Research on HIV/AIDS Prevention and Management (CIRCB) in Yaoundé, Cameroon. He is also 
a senior lecturer of medical virology in Cameroonian state universities and a member of 
international doctoral schools with over 150 scientific publications.  Joseph is a consultant on 
HIV drug resistance, HIV epidemiological surveillance, HIV in key populations, treatment 
response, drug resistance and HIV cure research, he’s a member of several health boards and 
scientific journals, including IAS, the American Society of Microbiology (ASM), and African 
Society for Laboratory Medicine (ASLM). 
Email: joseph.fokam@cnls.cm; josephfokam@gmail.com. 
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working on PEPFAR programs, Dr. Fungo is currently focusing on providing
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HIV/AIDS. She holds an MD from the Kilimanjaro Christian Medical University College and is 
currently pursuing a master's degree in infectious diseases at Buckingham University. 
Email: Afungo@hjfmri.or.tz 

Irenio Gaspar
Care and Treatment Lead, Ministry of Health Mozambique

Irenio Gaspar is a medical doctor working in the Mozambican Ministry of Health as the lead of 
Care and Treatment at the National HIV/AIDS/STI Control Program. He has contributed to the 
design of many national level differentiated service delivery models, community ART models, 
and other differentiated service delivery models in the country. Email: ireniogaspar@gmail.com
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Public Health Specialist, HIV/AIDS Care and Treatment, CDC South Africa
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maternal and child health HIV programs to strengthen the children, adolescents, and youth HIV 
cascade in accordance with PEPFAR and CDC South Africa goals and priorities. 
Email: rwu7@cdc.gov 
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Scientific Officer, World Health Organization, Geneva 

Dr. Nathan Ford is a scientific officer within the Department of HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, and 
STIs at the World Health Organization in Geneva. He is also chair of WHO’s Guidelines Review 
Committee. He holds a degree in microbiology and virology, a master's in public health and 
epidemiology, a PhD in clinical epidemiology, and a doctor of science. He is a fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. Email: fordn@who.int

Mirtie Getachew Meselu
HIV and Viral Hepatitis Care and Treatment Lead, Ministry of Health, Ethiopia

Ms. Meselu has more than 10 years of clinical and programmatic experience in HIV. Prior to 
her current role, she was an M&E officer for the Global Fund and IGAD regional HIV/AIDS 
prevention partnership program for five years at Amhara Regional State.  
Email: mirtieyid@yahoo.com ; mirtiegetachew@gmail.com
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treatment. He holds a medical degree from Eduardo Mondlane University. Gilberto has been 
working with CDC Mozambique PEPFAR-funded programs for the last 5 years. 
Email: poq7@cdc.gov

Robert Glaubius
Analyst and Modeler, Avenir Health

Rob Glaubius is a senior modeler and policy analyst at Avenir Health. He is one of the developers 
of the Spectrum software most countries use to estimate national HIV burden, and he provides 
policy analysis support to inform HIV program planning. He holds a doctoral degree in computer 
science from Washington University in St. Louis. After earning his degree, Rob completed a 
postdoctoral research fellowship in the Cleveland Clinic Department of Infectious Disease. Rob 
has been working at Avenir Health for 8 years. Email: RGlaubius@avenirhealth.org

Anna Grimsrud
Senior Technical Advisor, International AIDS Society (IAS)

Dr. Grimsrud is a senior technical advisor at IAS. She holds an MPH and PhD from the 
University of Cape Town (UCT). She is also a deputy editor at the Journal of the International 
AIDS Society (JIAS) and serves on a number of national, regional, and global technical 
working groups. Previously, she worked at the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) and in 
implementation science and epidemiology at UCT and with the Desmond Tutu Health 
Foundation (DTHF) and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF). 
Email: anna.grimsrud@iasociety.org

Setsabile Gulwako
National Monitoring & Evaluation Analyst, Ministry of Health Eswatini

Setsabile Gulwako supports and coordinates national AIDS program performance using M&E 
reporting systems. She coordinates with program technical leads and ensures routine availability 
of quality data to inform program performance. She also supports the  documentation of 
achievements, challenges, and success stories. Email: setsgee@gmail.com

Clorata Gwanzura
DSD, TB/HIV and Community Collaboratives Medical Officer, Ministry of Health Zimbabwe

Dr. Clorata Gwanzura is a public health specialist working with the national HIV program within 
the Ministry of Health and Child Care in Zimbabwe. She has over 8 years of experience in 
implementing public health programs at various levels of the health system. She is responsible 
for DSD implementation for recipients of care on antiretroviral therapy treatment and TB/HIV 
collaboration at the national level in Zimbabwe and also the focal point for community 
collaborations in which she works with civil society organizations and organizations 
representing people living with HIV. 
Email: cloratag@gmail.com



CQUIN 8th Annual Meeting 
Johannesburg, South Africa | December 9 – 13, 2024

Participant Profiles

Jeff Imai-Eaton
Associate Professor of Epidemiology, Center for Communicable Disease Dynamics

Jeffrey Imai-Eaton is an associate professor in Epidemiology in the Center for Communicable 
Disease Dynamics at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and a senior research fellow 
at the MRC Center for Global Infectious Disease Analysis at Imperial College London. He holds a 
master’s degree in Statistics from the University of Washington and PhD in Infectious Disease 
Epidemiology from Imperial College London. His research focuses on developing new 
mathematical models, statistical methods, and surveillance tools to characterize HIV epidemic 
trends, transmission dynamics and the demographic impacts of HIV, particularly in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Email: jeaton@hsph.harvard.edu

Amy Huber
Senior Researcher, AMBIT South Africa 

Dr. Huber is the co-principal investigator of the AMBIT (Alternative Models of ART Delivery: 
Optimizing the Benefits) project, which focuses on measuring the impact of differentiated 
service delivery. She is a senior researcher at the Health Economics and Epidemiology Research 
Office in Johannesburg, South Africa. She holds a Master's of Public Health from Columbia 
University and a PhD in Epidemiology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Email: ahuber@heroza.org

Abdulkadir Ibrahim
National Coordinator, Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS, Nigeria (NEPWHAN) 

Abdulkadir Ibrahim is an experienced social development expert with over 15 years of expertise 
in community-centered engagements with government, local and international organizations. 
He has a strong background in microbiology and development studies. His work focuses on 
leadership and strategic planning; advocacy, program management, shaping government 
policies, and resource mobilization, significantly advancing NEPWHAN’s impact on improving 
the lives of people living with HIV in Nigeria. Email: abduldangirma@gmail.com

Akudo Ikpeazu
Team Lead, HIV, Tuberculosis, Hepatitis and STIs, WHO AFRO

Dr. Ikpeazu has over 20+ years of progressive experience in public health policy, health planning, 
program design, community and social mobilization, resource mobilization, and health systems 
strengthening. Her extensive experience includes working across private-for-profit, not-for-profit, 
and public sectors and the design and deployment of large-scale interventions for multi-sectoral 
HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health, maternal health, gender, and disaster relief.         
Email: Ikpeazua@who.int

Allison Hsu
Project Officer, Research Unit, ICAP at Columbia University

Allison Hsu is a public health professional with experience in working in clinical research studies, 
as well as non-clinical research focusing on sexual and reproductive health. She is a project 
officer at ICAP collaborating with international colleagues on protocol development and 
submission, study implementation, and manuscript development.  
Email: ah3739@cumc.columbia.edu



CQUIN 8th Annual Meeting 
Johannesburg, South Africa | December 9 – 13, 2024

Participant Profiles

Ima John-Dada
Deputy Director/Head of Prevention, Ministry of Health Nigeria

Ima John-Dada is a counselling psychologist currently working for Nigeria’s Federal Ministry of 
Health, National HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis and STIs Control Program(NASCP) as the Head of 
Prevention and HTS component. Ima has been working with the NASCP for 21 years and has 
been the HTS Focal Person for the past 8 years. Email: imajojn2002@yahoo.co.uk

Nobre Isidoro 
Member of National AIDS Program, Ministry of Health, Mozambique

Dr. Nobre is a public health professional who has worked in the Ministry’s provincial health 
department on the HIV/AIDS Program for the past seven years. He has a medical degree from 
the Eduardo Mondlane University in Mozambique. Email: nobreisidoro@gmail.com

G. Moses Jackson
Care and Treatment Lead, Ministry of Health Liberia

Mr. Jackson is the national HIV care and treatment coordinator at the Ministry of Health in the 
Republic of Liberia. He has a background as a physician assistant and a bachelor's in 
administration. He holds certificates in ART and Long-Term Adherence from TICA, as well as in 
Pediatric ART from the Public Health Institute in Bangkok. Email: g.mosesjackson@yahoo.com

Dixon Jimmy-Gamma 
HIV Care and Treatment Quality Assurance Advisor, USAID Malawi

Dixon Jimmy-Gama is the HIV care and treatment quality assurance advisor at USAID Malawi. 
He holds a doctorate degree in Global Health/Health Systems Management and MSc in Social 
Development and Health. Prior to joining USAID Malawi, Jimmy-Gamma was the Chief of Party 
for the US Department of Defense HIV Prevention Program (DHAPP/Malawi).  
Email: djimmygama@usaid.gov

M. Janjay Jones
Deputy Program Manager – M&E, Surveillance & Research, Liberia Ministry of Health

Janjay Jones is an M&E specialist. He studied at Jimma University in Ethiopia and at the 

University of Liberia. He has participated in numerous health research works ranging from 

nutritional surveys to HIV Studies over the last 30 years. He has been working with the Ministry 

of Health HIV Program over the last 24 years. Email: mjanjay@yahoo.com

Alex Ingwani
Public Health Advisor, HIV Prevention, Care, Treatment and Support Program, Zimbabwe 
Church Associated Hospitals

Alex Ingwani is a registered medical doctor with over ten years of expertise in clinical and 
public health management, specializing in programs related to RMNCAH, HIV, tuberculosis, 
epidemiology, and disease control. Prior to joining Zimbabwe Church Associated Hospitals, 
he worked as a deputy national art coordinator for the Ministry of Health and Child-Care, 
where he was responsible for HIV programming and managing resources through project 
management, program coordination, proposal formulation, technical support, and 
leadership. Email: phahpcts@zach.org.zw



CQUIN 8th Annual Meeting 
Johannesburg, South Africa | December 9 – 13, 2024

Participant Profiles

Freddy Kabengele
Provincial Technical Advisor, USAID Zambia 

Freddy Kabengele is a medical doctor and public health professional and is passionate of 
health system strengthening. He currently works for USAID Zambia Integrated Health in the 
Copperbelt Province as the provincial technical advisor. He holds a Master of Public Health 
from Texila American University and a degree in medicine from the University of Lubumbashi. 
Freddy has been working with PEPFAR-funded programs for nine years in various portfolios 
and has been involved in writing HIV guidelines such as the National DSD Framework and the 
Advanced HIV Disease Management in Zambia. Email: fkabengele@pactworld.org

Jessica Justman
Senior Technical Director and CQUIN Senior Advisor, ICAP at Columbia University

Dr. Jessica Justman is an infectious disease specialist and global health expert, who has worked 
to advance HIV prevention, care, and treatment in Africa and the United States by conducting 
HIV-focused epidemiology surveys, HIV prevention clinical research, and overseeing public 
health service programs. Dr. Justman has been part of ICAP’s core leadership team since she 
first joined ICAP in 2004 and has served as senior technical director since 2009. She has 
overseen the development and strengthening of ICAP’s clinical, laboratory, and training 
programs, as well as strategic information and surveys across a range of global projects. She’s 
also spearheaded the CDC-funded Population-based HIV Impact Assessment (PHIA) project. By 
promoting cross-team communication and collaboration, she has sought to improve the health 
of families and communities worldwide. Email: jj2158@cumc.columbia.edu

Lindiwe Kabasa
Global Support Hub Director, ICAP in South Africa

Ms. Kabasa is ICAP in South Africa’s Global Support Hub director, leading the Johannesburg 
office. She is a strategic, visionary, results-driven professional with over 30 years of progressive 
experience in Finance, Human Resources, and Operations. She has managed international 
development organizations, implementing and aligning strategic objectives for the organization 
through policies while concurrently managing the human resources component and overseeing 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging (DEI&B) initiatives. Ms. Kabasa possesses impeccable 
business expertise and a proven ability to instill solid foundations for good corporate 
governance through managing finances and compliance. Email: lck2140@cumc.columbia.edu

Marline Jumbe
Regional Strategic Information Advisor, ICAP in Kenya

Marline Jumbe is the regional monitoring and evaluation (M&E) advisor supporting CQUIN-
member countries with DSD-related data synthesis, presentation, technical assistance, and 
capacity building. She previously served as the M&E specialist with LVCT Health and director of 
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Strasser holds a MPH and MSc in nursing from Yale University and a PhD in public health from 
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University School of Public Health. Email: imokhele@heroza.org

Jonathan Modugu
DSD/AHD/ART Specialist, National AIDS, Viral Hepatitis and STI Control Program, Nigeria 

Jonathan Modugu is a medical professional with Nigeria’s National AIDS, Viral Hepatitis and STI 
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Kenya’s National AIDS Control Program. She leads monitoring and evaluation of the HIV epidemic 
response in the country through strategic information activities including health informatics, HIV 
surveillance and research and national population-based survey implementation. In her previous 
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Tendai Nyagura
Consultant, Genesis Analytics

Dr. Nyagura is a public health consultant. She previously worked at USAID for over seven years 
as the senior HIV care and treatment specialist and co-chaired the PEPFAR Care and 
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Community of Practice. Prior to joining CQUIN, Violet was the strategic information manager at 
the Kenya National AIDS and STI Control Program, Ministry of Health. 
Email: vao2112@cumc.columbia.edu

Nelson Otwoma
Director, NEPHAK Kenya

Mr. Otwoma is the director for the National Empowerment Network of People Living with 
HIV/AIDS in Kenya (NEPHAK). He is a member of the Kenya CCM to the Global Fund, the 
Kenya HIV Tribunal, and a board member of the global network of people living with HIV 
(GNP+). Otwoma is also a member of the expert advisory group of the Medicines Patent Pool 
Foundation (MPPF). Email: nelsonotwoma@gmail.com

Kwadwo Koduah Owusu
Care and Treatment Lead, Ministry of Health, Ghana

Dr. Kwadwo K. Owusu is the head of Clinical Care at Ghana’s National AIDS/STI Control Program 
(NACP). He facilitates the effective development and dissemination of HIV-related policies and 
strategies. He has extensive experience in the public and private health care sectors and is a 
member of several national health committees. Email: kkowusu@nacp.org.gh



CQUIN 8th Annual Meeting 
Johannesburg, South Africa | December 9 – 13, 2024

Participant Profiles

Sam Phiri
Programs Director, Partners in Hope, Malawi

Dr. Sam Phiri is a programs director at Partners in Hope, Malawi providing strategic leadership to 
a large PEPFAR/USAID-supported HIV Care and Treatment Program with over 207,000 recipients 
of care on ART. Before PIH, Dr Phiri was Executive Director of Lighthouse Trust in Malawi. 
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Master of Science in Public Health at the University of Suffolk, UK. Email: osibanda@zhi.org.zw

Lindiwe Simelane
Director, Dream Alive, Eswatini

Ms. Simelane is a 52-year-old HIV positive woman who has lived with HIV for over 20 years. 
She worked for the Eswatini National Network of People living with HIV (SWANNEPHA) for over 
12 years as a regional coordinator leading several projects within the organization. She is 
currently the director for Dream Alive Eswatini, an organization for people living with HIV. 
Email: lindzsim@yahoo.com

Suilanji Sivile
National HIV Technical Advisor and Advanced HIV Disease Focal Person, Ministry of Health 
Zambia and Head of Infectious Diseases at the University Teaching Hospital in Lusaka

Dr. Sivile is the lead program officer for HIV treatment, care and support for the Zambia 
Ministry of Health, where he is responsible for coordinating the formulation of guidelines and 
policies for HIV care and treatment in the country. Email: suilanjisivile@gmail.com

Elise Smith
Senior Associate, Health Economics and Financing

Elise Smith is a health economist and Senior Associate at Genesis Analytics, specializing in 
public health financing and economic analysis in Africa. Her expertise lies in designing costing 
models, conducting cost-efficiency and cost-effectiveness analyses, and developing tools for 
sub-national budgeting and sustainability assessments across HIV, malaria, and COVID-19 
programs. Currently pursuing a PhD in Health Economics, her doctoral research centers on the 
economic evaluation of sexually transmitted infections screening and diagnostic interventions 
for women in Africa. Email: elises@genesis-analytics.com
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CDC Provincial Medical Officer, Southern Province, Zambia

Tedious Sokesi is a public health professional from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), currently working at the Southern Provincial Health Office in Choma district, 
Zambia as the provincial medical officer. He holds a Master of Public Health in Disease Control 
from the Institute of Public Health in Antwerp, Belgium, a Bachelor of Science degree in Human 
Biology and Bachelor of Medicine & Bachelor of Surgery from the University of Zambia.
Teddy has been working with PEPFAR-funded programs for 3 years. He previously worked for the 
Zambian MOH rising from the facility, district, provincial and national levels in various roles 
giving him a better understanding of the Zambia health delivery system.

Idrissa Songo
Executive Director,  NETHIPS, Sierra Leone

Idrissa Songo is a founding member and executive director of the Network of HIV Positives in 
Sierra Leone (NETHIPS). He is a passionate advocate for the promotion and protection of 
human rights, especially for people living with HIV and has over 20 years of experience in 
development work. Email: nethips2006@yahoo.com

Claire Steiner
Senior Technical Advisor (Health Information),  ICAP at Columbia University

Claire Steiner is a senior technical advisor for Health Information with ICAP Global Health. Claire 
is a seasoned public health specialist with 10+ years in public health, seven years with PEPFAR-
funded projects with ICAP. She currently supports strategic information and HIV surveillance for 
multiple PEPFAR-funded HIV technical assistance and comprehensive care and treatment awards 
throughout sub-Saharan Africa and Central America. She holds a Master of Public Health from 
Columbia University and a Bachelor of Medicine/Bachelor of Surgery from the University of 
Melbourne. Email: cs3324@cumc.columbia.edu

Lourenço  Sumbane
Director, Mozambican Civil Society Platform for Health (PLASOC-M)

Lourenço Sumbane is a social activist who currently works for PLASOC-M in Mozambique as an 
advocacy officer and focal point for DSD. He has a degree in educational psychology. He has 
also worked as an advisor in the area of community-led monitoring (CLM) for five years and as 
a training officer for three years. Email: sumbaneariso@gmail.com

Gang Sun
Senior Advisor, UNAIDS, Geneva 

Dr. Sun is currently the UNAIDS lead on HIV Testing and Treatment, including DSD. He has had 
extensive experience working with international health programs with a focus on HIV strategic 
planning, M&E, and systems for health. Dr. Sun was previously a senior advisor at the UNAIDS 
Global Center, where he led the work on universal health care. Email: sung@unaids.org
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Maaya Sundaram
Senior Program Officer, HIV Testing and Prevention, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Ms. Sundaram provides strategic and operational portfolio oversight and management for HIV 
testing, global prevention ecosystem, and voluntary medical male circumcision. She was 
previously a senior manager for Research and Analytics at Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI). 
Sundaram holds a Masters in Public Administration and a Bachelors in Business and Information 
Systems. Email: maaya.sundaram@gatesfoundation.org

Jennifer Swanson
Epidemiologist, CDC

Jennifer Swanson is an epidemiologist with the Maternal and Child Health Branch at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), supporting the PEPFAR prevention of vertical 
transmission (PVT) of the HIV program. She is dedicated to improving continuity of treatment 
among pregnant and breastfeeding women and their infants living with HIV. She holds a Master 
of Public Health (Global Health) from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, and a Bachelor of 
Science (Public Health) from the University of Wisconsin - La Crosse in La Crosse, Wisconsin. 
Jennifer has over 12 years of global health experience and has been supporting PEPFAR-funded 
PVT programs for four years. Email: llj8@cdc.gov

Maureen Syowai
CQUIN Deputy Project Director (Technical), ICAP in Kenya

Dr. Maureen Syowai is a medical practitioner with over 19 years of experience, 14 of which 
have been in public health practice. She is ICAP’s CQUIN project deputy director, providing 
technical assistance to CQUIN member countries to scale up differentiated service delivery. 
She was previously a regional technical specialist with ICAP, providing TA on DSD, HIV care and 
treatment programming, and COVID-19 mitigation strategies through several donor-funded 
programs. She was previously seconded by ICAP as a technical advisor to the National AIDS 
and STIs Control Program (NASCOP) in Kenya, where she provided technical assistance in the 
development of the national test and start and DSD guidance. 
Email: ms4063@cumc.columbia.edu

Kassahun Tadese
Executive Director, NEP+, Ethiopia

Kassahun Tadese is a public health and management professional working with the Network of 
HIV Positives in Ethiopia, NEP+. Before this role, he worked for ICAP in Ethiopia for six years as 
an adherence support advisor. He holds a master’s of business administration from the Adama 
Science and Technology University, a bachelor’s in management from Unity University, and an 
MPH from the Adama General Hospital Medical College. He has been working with PEPFAR-
Global Fund and CDC-funded programs for more than 16 years. 
Email: kassahun@nepplus.org | kastas2020@gmail.com

Francis Tamba
M&E Coordinator and Focal Point, Sierra Leone Ministry of Health

Francis Tamba is a monitoring and evaluation officer working with the National AIDS Control 
Program with Sierra Leone’s MOH. Email: ftamba68@gmail.com
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Tapiwa Tarumbiswa
HIV/AIDS Program Manager, Lesotho Ministry of Health

Dr. Tarumbiswa is the HIV program manager for Lesotho’s Ministry of Health. 

Email: drtarumbiswa@gmail.com

Fana Tefera
Senior Public Health Specialist, Adult HIV Care, Support and Treatment, CDC Ethiopia

Fana Tefera works for CDC Ethiopia as senior public health specialist for Adult HIV Care and 
Support, as well as Treatment. In this role, she ensures that recipients of care are timely linked 
and imitated with rapid ART, retention in care, viral suppression and quality care. Prior to her 
current role, she has taken various positions at CDC, including acting branch chief for care and 
treatment. Furthermore, she served as the program management lead and project officer for 
WHO’s CoAG. Email: obi3@cdc.gov

Faith Thango
Senior Technical Advisor, Care and Treatment, MatCH, Eastern Cape, South Africa

Faith Thango a clinical nurse practitioner with post-graduate diploma in HIV management, 
currently working for the USAID-funded MatCH Institute -Eastern Cape, South Africa. Faith has 
over 25 years of experience in the Department of Health and NGOs working with PEPFAR-funded 
programs. She has held various management positions for the APACE Project. She also led the 
EQUIP project team in Haiti. Email: fthango@match.org.za

George Tidwell
Senior Advisor, Office of Global Health, HRSA

George Tidwell has over twenty years’ experience working in public health, in the US and 
globally. After years as medical administrator and Director of Quality Improvement for 
Washington DC’s largest provider of HIV services, he joined the Health Resources & Services 
Administration in 2008 working on global health activities funded under the U.S. President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). Throughout his career, George has worked in various 
aspects of quality management and remains involved in quality improvement.  He also became 
involved in human resources for health and health systems strengthening activities. He served in 
several senior advisor roles in Sierra Leone and Liberia. George has a master’s in health & 
medical services administration and spent the early part of his career working in hospital 
administration and clinical effectiveness. Email: gtidwell@hrsa.gov

Mphotleng Tlhomola 
National HIV Testing Services Coordinator, Ministry of Health, Lesotho 

Ms. Mphotleng Tlhomola has worked for Ministry of Health for over 10 years. She is a master’s 
of public health candidate at the Foundation for Professional Development, South Africa. She 
holds a post- graduate diploma in HIV and AIDS management from Stellenbosch University and a 
bachelor’s degree in social science psychology and community resources management from 
UKZN South Africa. Email: mphotlengg@gmail.com
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Health Scientist, Pediatric and Adolescent HIV, CDC

Lindsey Torre is an epidemiologist working at the Atlanta headquarters of CDC/PEPFAR. She 
supports countries in the implementation of PEPFAR pediatric and adolescent HIV 
programming. She also supports colleagues with quality management processes as they 
relate to children and adolescents living with HIV. She has been working in PEPFAR for five 
years. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service (International Political Economy) and 
a Master of Science in Public Health (Global Epidemiology). Email: ltorre@cdc.gov

Baffetegue Toure
MEAL Technical Advisor, Jhpiego Pediatric and Adolescent HIV, CDC

Baffetegue is a specialist in health information systems. Working in public health since 2008, 
he has solid experience in monitoring and evaluating HIV programs. First as Data Manager at 
ICAP in Côte d'Ivoire from 2008 to August 2022. And since September 2022, first as Monitoring 
and Evaluation Officer, then as Monitoring and Evaluation Technical Advisor on the RISE project 
piloted by Jhpiego in Côte d'Ivoire Email: baffategue.toure@jhpiego.org

Mame Awa Toure
Regional Director for West and Central Africa, ICAP 

Dr. Mame Awa Toure is ICAP’s regional director for West and Central Africa. Before this role, she 
was the country director in Sierra Leone. She has over 20 years of experience in public health 
programming in resource-limited settings. Dr. Toure specializes in disease program management 
and the implementation of large, integrated health service delivery programs focused on HIV 
prevention, care, and treatment; TB/HIV treatment and prevention; cervical cancer prevention; 
maternal and child health; and health system strengthening. 
Email: mat2144@cumc.columbia.edu

Cuc H. Tran
Lead, Innovations in Service Delivery Team, HIV Care and Treatment Branch, Division of Global 
TB and HIV, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Dr. Cuc (“Cook”) Tran is the lead for the Innovations in Service Delivery Team within the HIV 
Care and Treatment Branch of the Division of Global HIV and TB at the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). With over 15 years of experience in public health, she has 
provided technical and programmatic support to U.S. health agencies, ministries of health, and 
international organizations. Cuc has spent 8 years working with PEPFAR-funded programs, 
focusing on service delivery and sustainability. Throughout her career, she has published over 
35 peer-reviewed manuscripts and secured $2.2 million in funding. She holds a PhD, MPH, and 
BS from the University of Florida. Email: chtran@cdc.gov

Adigatta Traore
Care and Treatment Assistant, National AIDS Control Program (PNLS), Côte d'Ivoire

Adigatta Traore is an infectious diseases physician in charge of activities relating to advanced HIV 
infection and tuberculosis-HIV co-infection. Adigatta has been working for the Ministry of Health 
for 11 years. She has seven years of experience in the Infectious and Tropical Diseases 
Department at Treichville University Hospital. Email: traore.adigatta@pnls-ci.com  
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Patrick Twesigye
Deputy Program Manager, HIV/STD Control Program, Uganda Ministry of Health

Patrick is a public health specialist with medical and management training in both public and 
private sectors. He holds a Master of Public Health from Uganda Christian University, a post 
graduate diploma in monitoring and evaluation from Uganda Management Institute, and a 
bachelor’s in medicine and surgery from Makerere University. He is currently the deputy program 
manager of the HIV/AIDS Control Program in the Ministry of Health, having previously served in 
various capacities as a capacity building coordinator and a national IPC focal person. 
Email: twesipat@gmail.com

Kabengele Alain Dominique Tshilumba
Head of Department, Care and Support Division, National HIV/AIDS and STI Control Program 
(PNLS), DRC 

Mr. Tshilumba’s role involves monitoring care activities for recipients of care with advanced 
HIV disease and monitoring differentiated service delivery activities for people living with 
HIV/TB co-infection.

Laurian Katengesha
HIVE Regional SI Advisor, ICAP, Tanzania

Dr. Laurian is a regional strategic information advisor with an MD and a master’s in public health, 
specializing in global health. He has extensive expertise in HIV/AIDS, TB, maternal and child 
health, and malaria programs. His experience covers program design, data management, 
research consulting, and technical implementation. Email: lkt2137@cumc.columbia.edu

Banza Elie Twite
Head of Department, Quality Assurance for HIV Care and Services, PNLS, Democratic Republic 
of Congo

Dr. Twite has over 23 years of professional experience, working at various levels of the health 
pyramid in the DRC in both rural and urban health settings. He is passionate about research to 
improve the quality of HIV services through innovative strategies. He holds a master's degree 
in public health with a major in epidemiology and preventive medicine from the University of 
Lubumbashi in the DRC. Email: elietwite1@gmail.com

Basil Uguge
Project Director, PEPFAR-funded Global Reach II Project, Sierra Leone

Dr. Uguge is a public health program manager with over 16 years of hands-on experience in the 
implementation of complex public health programs mainly in the HIV/AIDS and TB arena. He 
worked at ICAP Columbia University, Sierra Leone, as a senior prevention advisor and team lead 
supporting the establishment of the PEPFAR HIV implementation models in Sierra Leone. Basil 
worked at KNCV TB Foundation as senior technical advisor and public-private mix (PPM) 
coordinator and led the effort in engaging the formal and informal private sectors in TB case 
findings in Nigeria. Email: Igbajibasil@gmail.com
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Nicolas Vako
Executive Director, Ivorian Network of Organizations of People Living with HIV, Cote d’Ivoire  

Nicolas Vako is the executive director of the Ivorian Network of People Living with HIV. Prior to 
this position, he was the president of the Network for HIV/Hepatitis and Tuberculosis co-
infection, and regional delegate for the Red Cross and the Red Crescent. Mr. Vako was also 
secretary general of the Côte d'Ivoire Red Cross. He has a master’s in communications for 
development. Email: vakoaymenicolasjeanclaude@gmail.com

Onyekachi Ukaejiofo
Regional Clinical and QI Advisor for CQUIN, ICAP in Nigeria 

Onyekachi Ukaejiofo is a public health professional with a background in epidemiology, currently 
working for ICAP as the CQUIN regional clinical and QI advisor. He holds a Master of Science in 
Epidemiology from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), a diploma in 
public health from the University of Liverpool, and a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of 
Surgery degree from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN). Onyekachi has been working with 
PEPFAR-funded programs in South Sudan and Nigeria for over eight years and ten years, 
respectively. Email: ou2122@cumc.columbia.edu

Greet Vandebriel
Technical Director, ICAP in Burundi

Greet Vandebriel is the technical director for ICAP in Burundi and regional clinical advisor 
and TB/HIV lead for ICAP’s CQUIN project. She is a medical doctor specialized in tropical 
medicine and public health with advanced training in TB and TB/HIV management, and quality 
improvement. In her role, she provides direction, coordination, and technical oversight for the 
RISE (HIV Care and Treatment) program in Burundi and provides technical support to the RISE 
program in Côte d’Ivoire. Email: gv2124@cumc.columbia.edu 

Jeffrey Walimbwa Wambaya
Program Manager, ISHTAR MSM, Kenya

Mr. Walimbwa is an experienced evidence-based HIV and sexual health programmer and has 
sat on a variety of technical working groups at the national level. He has a keen interest in 
community research and is a co-chair of the G10 -- a research agency for Kenya’s Gay and 
Lesbian Coalition. He is a member of the CQUIN Advisory Group. 
Email: jwalimbwa@ishtarmsm.org

Cassia Wells
Senior Technical Advisor, Adult HIV Prevention, Care & Treatment
ICAP Clinical & Laboratory Unit

Dr. Wells provides technical assistance on numerous PEPFAR-supported global ICAP projects, 
with a particular focus on HIV prevention for key populations and HIV-related stigma. She has 
a medical degree from Stanford University, a master’s in public health from Johns Hopkins 
University, and a master’s in social psychology from Stanford University. She is board-certified 
in internal medicine and preventive medicine.  Email: caw2208@cumc.columbia.edu
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Sinokuthemba Xaba
Deputy National HIV Prevention Coordinator, Ministry of Health and Child Care, Zimbabwe

Sinokuthemba is a public health professional working in the Ministry of Health and Child Care in 
Zimbabwe. He holds a Master of Development Studies from National University of Science and 
Technology, a Bachelor of Science (Nursing) from Zimbabwe Open University, and a postgraduate 
in change leadership from University of West England. Sinokuthemba has been working with 
multidoor funded programs that include PEPFAR, Global Fund, EU, UNFPA, World Bank, GOZ for 
17 years. Email: xabasino@gmail.com

Simphiwe Xaba
Project Officer, Ritshidze, South Africa

Simphiwe is an HIV activist and project officer working on the Ritshidze program, which 
monitors over 400 public health care facilities across South Africa. “Ritshidze” — meaning 
“Saving Our Lives” in TshiVenda — has been developed by people living with HIV and activists 
to hold the South African government and aid agencies accountable to improve overall HIV 
and TB service delivery. Email: simphiwe.xaba@mail.tac.org.za

Vincent Wong
Branch Chief, Behavioral and Structural Interventions, USAID Office of HIV/AIDS

Dr. Vincent J. Wong is the branch chief for Behavioral and Structural Interventions in the Office 
of HIV/AIDS. Since 2009, he has worked with USAID as Senior Advisor on HIV testing services 
programming and policy. Prior to USAID, Dr. Wong worked at the WHO on HIV testing services 
and in the biotechnology sector on early research and development of rapid HIV diagnostics. 
Email: vwong@usaid.gov

Lynne Wilkinson
Differentiated Service Delivery Technical Advisor, South Africa

Lynne Wilkinson is a technical consultant with the IAS and a research associate with 
the University of Cape Town. Ms. Wilkinson has an MSc in Global Health and Development. 
She has been implementing HIV programs since 2005 predominantly in South Africa. She 
specializes in differentiated service delivery across the cascade and  supports countries in east 
and southern Africa in DSD policy development and model design.
Email: lynne.susan.wilkinson@gmail.com

Alemtsehay Woldemichael
Senior HIV & VH Care & Treatment Officer/DSD Coordinator, Federal Ministry of Health, Ethiopia 

Alemtsehay Abebe is a public health professional with the Ethiopia Ministry of Health. She holds 
a Master of Public Health from Gonder University and a Bachelor of Arts (Management) from the 
University of Addis Ababa. She is also a certified registered nurse. Alemtsehay has been working 
with government and non-profit HIV/AIDS programs for 20 years. 
Email: abalem71@gmail.com/alemtsehay.abebe@moh.gov.et
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Gerald Mitchel Younge
Program Manager, National AIDS Control Program, Sierra Leone

Gerald Mitchel Younge is a medical doctor and public health professional with a Doctor of 
Medicine and a master's in public health from the University of Higher Medical Institute from 
Varana Bulgaria and Njala University, Sierra Leone respectively. He currently serves as the 
program manager at the National AIDS Control Program in Sierra Leone, where he provides 
technical leadership in the HIV response program under the direct supervision of the 
Directorate of Disease Prevention and Control. He is also involved in policy formulation and 
adoption, overseeing all programmatic thematic areas. Email: youngegerald@gmail.com

Isaac Zulu
Medical Epidemiologist, HIV Care and Treatment Branch,  Division of Global HIV/AIDS and 
Tuberculosis, CDC

Dr. Zulu is a medical epidemiologist on the Adult HIV Treatment Team, HIV Care and 
Treatment  Branch (HCTB), Division of Global HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis at the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, where he co-leads the Linkage Retention and Service Delivery 
Unit. Dr. Zulu is also a member of the CQUIN Advisory Group. Dr. Zulu is also a member of the 
Epidemic Control Leadership Team under the Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator (OGAC), 
where he assists in the development of strategies policy direction to achieve HIV epidemic 
control in PEPFAR-supported countries. He was previously the chief of the Prevention, Care, and 
Treatment Branch at the CDC office in Lusaka, Zambia, where he oversaw the scale-up of the 
country’s HIV treatment program. Email: wxo8@cdc.gov

Yakouba Liman
Head of Health System Support, National AIDS Council, Cameroon

Dr. Liman is a physician with expertise in coordinating HIV/AIDS programs and projects. He 
revitalized and restructured HIV care in line with the National Strategic Plan, when he was in 
charge of health facilities of a health region. He completed his medical training at the Faculty of 
Medicine and Dentistry of the University of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies Bamako and 
holds a university diploma in HIV and co-infections. Email: yakouba.liman@cnls.cm

William Zaza
HIV Testing and dHTS Focal,  HIV Counseling Office, Ministry of Health, Liberia 

Mr. Zaza leads and develops strategies to increase the uptake of quality HIV testing to increase 
case findings. Email: wkzaza@gmail.com; william_zaza@yahoo.com 

Jennifer Zech
Senior Project Manager, Research Unit, ICAP at Columbia University

Jennifer Zech is a public health professional with over eight years of experience working on 
health care improvement programs and research studies in collaboration with nonprofits, 
academic institutions, health care systems, industry partners, regulators, foundations, and 
government agencies. She is a senior project manager at ICAP where she manages a portfolio 
of research studies, evaluations and public health projects. Email: jz2973@cumc.columbia.edu
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Jennifer Zech is a public health professional with over eight years of experience working on 
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academic institutions, health care systems, industry partners, regulators, foundations, and 
government agencies. She is a senior project manager at ICAP where she manages a portfolio 
of research studies, evaluations and public health projects.

Gerald Younge
Program Manager, National AIDS Control Program, Sierra Leone 

Dr. Younge oversees Sierra Leone’s national HIV/AIDS response, where he works and 
collaborates with the National AIDS Secretariat and other partners to monitor implementation 
of HIV activities and report HIV activities to the Ministry of Health. 

Ahmed Abdul Rahman Yussif
Director for Strategic Information, JSI Ghana

Mr. Yussif leads strategic information activities of JSI-led projects in Ghana. He leads capacity 
building on monitoring, evaluation, accountability, and learning to project staff and 
stakeholders, including CSOs in developing and implementing data analysis, use, and 
dissemination strategy.

Isaac Zulu
Medical Epidemiologist, HIV Care and Treatment Branch,  Division of Global HIV/AIDS and 
Tuberculosis, CDC

Dr. Zulu is a medical epidemiologist on the Adult HIV Treatment Team, HIV Care and 
Treatment  Branch (HCTB), Division of Global HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis at the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, where he co-leads the Linkage Retention and Service Delivery 
Unit. Dr. Zulu is also a member of the CQUIN Advisory Group.

Onesimus Yongwa
Technical Advisor Global Fund DSD-SI Project at PSI/ACMS, Cameroon

Mr. Yongwa provides technical assistance to principal recipients of Global Fund grants in 
Cameroon. He serves as primary contact for consultants, WHO in the country, local authorities, 
and the Cameroon Ministry of Health. He also develops national guidelines, training materials, 
M&E tools, and demand creation materials for HIV self-testing. Yongwa also supported the 
country in the Global Fund grant writing for the GC7.
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